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ALTALINK’S ROLE
We have been contracted by TransAlta 
to complete the rebuilding of the 1043L 
transmission line. We will conduct ourselves 
to the highest standards, respecting your land 
and your treaty and constitutional rights at all 
times.

Construction of the 1043L transmission line will be 
continuing soon. This newsletter includes information 
about our construction process, what to expect during 
the upcoming months and who to contact with any 
questions or concerns.

QUESTIONS?
A member of the Enoch Cree Nation will act as the ECN Project Liaison. 
She will be your dedicated contact throughout the construction process. 
The ECN Project Liaison will be available to answer any questions you 
may have and provide you with updates about construction activities. 

Contact information for the Enoch Cree Nation Project Liaison is on the 
right.

Contact your Project Liaison

For general project questions, please 
contact Kelly Morin at 780-919-9189
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Construction activities 
This project involves replacing the existing wood structures on the 1043L 
transmission line with new steel structures. The new structures will be 
approximately the same height. Pre-construction site visits will begin in 
April and proceed through to June. The pre-construction site visits will 
include:

• environmental assessments

• traditional land use assessments

• scoping out access points

• inspections of materials 

• scoping of engineering and construction challenges

Construction activities will start up in July and finish in late October.  The 

typical stages of construction include:

• right-of-way access and preparation of workspace areas 

• removing as few trees as possible within the right-of-way to ensure 
the safe operation of the line

• where required, rig mats will be thoroughly cleaned and placed to 
protect the ground and important medicines

• removal of old poles and disposal

• delivery of materials by truck  

• screw pile foundation installation

• structure assembly 

• structure erection by crane

• wire delivery and preparation of locations for stringing transmission 
line wire

• stringing and attaching wire to each structure

• completing inspections and energizing the line

• extensive clean up and reclamation of the workspaces, access trails 
and right-of-way and removal of access mats

Much of this work will be done by contractors affiliated with ECN and a 
number of employment opportunities will be available for members of the 
Enoch Cree Nation. Please contact your ECN Project Liaison for details.

The existing wooden H frame 
structures look similar to the above

After construction, the new steel 
structures will look similar to the above



TRANSMISSION LINE CONSTRUCTION Rebuilding a transmission line requires a large amount of materials, equipment 
and labour. Different stages of construction activities will occur during varying 
time periods depending on your location along the transmission line right-of-
way. In addition to the specific stages described below, construction equipment 
and vehicles (including bucket trucks and trailers) and will also be present along 
the right-of-way throughout construction.

THE TYPICAL STAGES OF TRANSMISSION LINE CONSTRUCTION INCLUDE: 
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Workspace preparation 
and materials delivery

The right-of-way and structure locations must 
be prepared for work, including removing trees/
vegetation as needed and building approaches 
to access the land. Foundation and structure 
materials are delivered to work sites.

1 2 Structure foundations and base assembly

Some structure bases are embedded directly into the ground and secured with 
gravel or concrete. Other structures require foundations, which are constructed 
by drilling holes and installing casings into the ground, then filling them with 
concrete. Structure bases are then attached to these foundations.

Structure erecting

Cranes are used to raise the upper sections of 
monopoles onto structure bases. Workers then 
secure the sections together.  
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Structure stringing

Transmission line wire (called conductor) is 
delivered and attached to the structures. 
Cranes or helicopters may be used to string the 
conductor. 

4 Reclamation

Reclamation and clean-up begins once the transmission line 
stringing is complete. We aim to return the land to its previous 
condition after one post-construction growing season.

5 Energization

Quality and safety inspections are completed 
and the new transmission line is energized and 
connected to Alberta’s electrical system.
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Upcoming construction activities 
Listed below are some of the activities that may take place during the 
coming months.  

RIGHT-OF-WAY ACCESS AND WORKSPACE AREA PREPARATION

• carefully developing access trails and workspace areas to ensure safe 
working conditions

• using helicopters to survey the line to avoid impacting the land and 
medicines

AFTER SITE PREPARATION IS COMPLETE, CONSTRUCTION WORK WILL 
BEGIN INCLUDING: 

• delivering materials at structure locations

• placement of access mats where required to protect the land and 
medicines

• removing the existing H frame structures and transmission line

• erecting structures by lifting them onto foundation using a helicopter 
or a cranes

• stringing the transmission line, potentially using a helicopter

AFTER CONSTRUCTION

In October, shortly after construction is complete, we will be using 
helicopters to survey the line, ensuring that the newly rebuilt line is safe 
and reliable. The access mats will be removed in November.

Helicopters may be used during and after 
construction.
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2611 - 3rd Avenue SE  
Calgary, Alberta T2A 7W7

Our commitment to you

OUR EMPLOYEES AND CONTRACTORS

We understand the importance of the land and the resources it gives. We 
will carefully manage and monitor our consultants, contractors and sub-
contractors. If you have any concerns or questions related to construction 
activities, please contact the ECN Project Liaison.

A typical work day for construction activities will be from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
to limit the length of time nearby residents are impacted by the noise. 
Construction activities will take place seven days a week.  

Traffic control protocol is implemented on all sites to ensure:

• construction traffic is restricted to authorized areas

• dust control is maintained

Prior to entry on the right-of-way all equipment is properly cleaned and free 
of mud, vegetation, visible oil, gas and grease leaks.

ENVIRONMENT

Environmental advisors will work onsite to ensure environmental protection 
plans are implemented. These protection plans are based on evaluations of 
environmental aspects such as wetlands, medicines, soils, wildlife and identify 
mitigations to minimize any impacts to the environment during construction.

Mitigations are typically specific tools or actions to avoid impacts and include:

• matting to avoid deep rutting and soil mixing

• working during times of the day or the year for least disturbance to 
wildlife and nesting birds 

• reclamation with specific seed to ensure the same vegetation as the 
surrounding area

SAFETY

AltaLink’s safety standards and practices are developed to meet or exceed 
government guidelines and codes to ensure that our facilities meet the 
requirements for public, employee and neighbouring facility safety.

Local project economic 
benefits
AltaLink and TransAlta are proud to 
support the communities in which 
we live and operate.  For this project 
we are working with the Enoch Cree 
Nation to create many subcontracting 
and employment opportunities for 
the benefit of the Enoch Cree Nation. 
Additionally, TransAlta and AltaLink 
have jointly agreed to provide the 
Enoch Cree community with $500,000 
in community investment over the 
next two years.


